Israel festival is a go

Stanley Park will host community’s celebration.

ou don’t have to be

Greek to appreciate Van-

couver’s popular Greek

Days, just as you don'’t
have to be from the Caribbean to
be infected with the spirit of
Caribbean Days. On Sept. 14, you
won't have to be from Israel to ap-
preciate the diversity of music and
culture on display at Celebrating Is-
rael at 60.

This year marks Israel’s 60th
birthday and, to celebrate the oc-
casion, the Jewish Community Cen-
tre of Greater Vancouver (JCCGV)
has teamed up with the Jewish Fed-
eration of Greater Vancouver to cre-
ate Celebrating Israel at 60,
an event that will celebrate
both Israel and the local
Jewish community.

“With this event we [/
hope to showcase Israel’s
formidable accomplish-
ments and contributions,”
said Tamara Frankel, event
co-chair. “Israel has been
the target of much nega-
tive press, and we believe
it’s high time her positive
accomplishments are high-
lighted and celebrated.”

Following the annual Terry Fox
Run, at Stanley Park’s Lumberman’s
Arch, between noon and 6 p.m.
(rain or shine), there will be live
music, dancing, lots of food, chil-
dren’s activities, a mini film festival,
an Israeli shuk, a teen zone and ed-
ucational workshops. To cap off
the afternoon, popular Israeli singer
Pablo Rozenberg will perform. Be-
tween 5,000 and 10,000 people are
expected to attend.

“This event is the first of its kind
in Vancouver,” said event co-chair
Shannon Gorski. “The potential for
where this event might take us is
limitless. T am looking forward to
attending Celebrating Israel at 60
with my friends and family, Jewish
and not Jewish, and I believe that
celebrating Israel’s birthday will be-
come an integral part of Vancou-
ver, much like Greek Days.”

While no decisions have been
made yet on whether this will be-
come an annual happening, orga-
nizers are hopeful that Vancouver
can replicate the success of other
annual Jewish celebrations across
North America.

“Jewish community organiza-
tions throughout North America
typically program a day every year
to celebrate Israel,” said Frankel.
“With this year being Israel’s 60th
birthday, the Jewish federations,
along with Jewish community cen-
tres nationwide, have initiated cel-
ebrations of a much larger scope
and we hope that Vancouver’s
community-wide celebration in
September will mark the first of
many to come.”

Of course, planning a large event
comes with some headaches. Orig-

inally, organizers had hoped to
hold the celebration on West 41st
Avenue, adjacent to the JCCGV,
which would have required road
closures and, therefore, city ap-
proval, but the process to acquire
approval was a lengthy one so,
when Lumberman’s Arch became
available, organizers were quick to
secure it. Since Celebrating Israel at
60 is loosely modelled after San
Francisco’s Israel in the Gardens
celebration, organizers felt that Van-
couver’s iconic Stanley Park would
be a perfect fit for the occasion.
Once the venue was established,
the next task was to enlist the many
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Shannon Gd\rski, left, and Tamara Frankel

committee members needed. Hon-
orary chair Gary Averbach has been
an advocate of the event from the
start and, once his daughter, Gors-
ki, was brought on board, between
her influence and that of Frankel,
the rest of the committee members
were recruited and the organizing
began in earnest.

“Prior to the committees being
formed, we were literally all over
the map,” said Gorski. “Ideas on
what the day would look like were
taking on many forms and I, for
one, was feeling very over-
whelmed, but before too long we
had established a number of com-
mittees, chaired by very competent
members of our community.”

Gorski, a new board member at
the JCCGV, complements Frankel,
originally from Israel, but who has
lived in Vancouver for many years.
Between the two women, they rep-
resent the spirit of the event, which
is to celebrate Israel’s past 60 years
and many achievements while in-
troducing a whole new generation
to Jewish music, dance, culture and
history. With the recent addition of
the Jewish Independent as a media
sponsor, the organizers are opti-
mistic about the local Jewish com-
munity pulling together to ensure
a success.

Anyone interested in volunteer-
ing should contact Shalom B.C.
volunteer co-ordinator Judy Stern
at 604-257-5181. For more infor-
mation about Celebrating Israel at
60, contact Debbie Tabenkin at
604-257-5113 or visit jecgv.com/
israel-60/home htm. &

— Courtesy of the Jewish Commui-
nity Centre of Greater Vancouver
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STRESS MANAGEMENT
Now you could talk with the EXPERT
You would lower your anxiety,
decrease your stress
and create compassion through
dialogue.

You should call Golan Malkin now.

604-737-6852 or golan@shaw.ca
g Health and Wellness

PIANO SERVICES
Piano Rebuilding and Tuning.
Servicing the Lower Mainland
for 25 years.
FREE ESTIMATES & SALES
e ADVICE
(Call 604.290.1062. All work guaranteed.

( music lessons )

MELANIE FOGELL, A.R.C.T., PhD
Piano and Theory
Accepting new students for fall.
Gall now for consultation.
778-329-5690

( housesitter available )

HOUSESITTERS AVAILABLE
MONTH OF FEBRUARY
Mature Winnipeg couple. Vancouver
references. Contact 204-488-9934,
gsures@mts.net

service directory
)

Ace Personnel — Domestic Services Inc.
NANNIES * COOKS * HOUSEKEEPERS * ELDERLY CARE
Live in or live out. Specialist in Elderly & Child Care.
MS. Diane Anderson President  Established 1981 6057 Willow St., Vancouver, B.C. V5Z 3S7
Open Monday — Friday
Telephone: (604) 321-2778 » (604) 263-9140 * Fax: (604) 263-9149

Fax your
classified

to Steve

at 604-689-1525
or call
604-689-1520.

DRAKE

“We are healthier
and happier”

Having the help

of a certified Health Care
Aide whenever we need
them, has made the world
of difference to us.

Thank You
Drake Medox

MEDOX

HEALTH SERVICES - PRIVATE CARE DIVISION

CREATING OPPORTUNITIES
TO ENHANCE DAILY LIVING
3 = Companions
for socialization & quality of life enrichment
* Home Support Workers
to assist with routine daily living tasks
= Certified Health Care Aides
for personal care needs
= Private Care Nurses
for in home, facility & hospital support

Service 24/7 including immediate service requests.

604.682.2801

#216, 3369 Fraser Street, Vancouver, BC V5V 4C2
www.dral d i .com

Priv

Due to excellent weather conditions,
the Independent win NOT be publishing

August 1.4 8.

The first issue
to be published
after this break is

Aug. 15.
The deadline
to get
editorial material
to the Independent for
that issue is

Aug. 6.

A

Do You Know This Community?

Have you volunteered within the community?
Are you interested in putting your knowledge of its Jewish organizations and
your strong work ethic to use in earning an income as a representative of the

Jewish Independent?

We are looking for a full-time account executive to work with various
Jewish organizations and develop new advertisers throughout the Lower Mainland.

Quadlifications:
e detail oriented
e can meet deadlines

* knowledge of the Jewish community and its many organizations
e computer skills are required
® experience with design is an asset

¢ must have a car

Please e-mail your resume to Cynthia Ramsay at cramsay@jewishindependent.ca
by Oct. 31, 2008.
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